
“All Protestantes are Hypocriticall Asses”:
The Futility of Rebellion in Doctor Faustus



The Marlowe Files

- Marlowe arrested on 20 May 1593 by Privy 
Council on charges of blasphemy

- Papers found in Thomas Kyd’s flat
- Richard Baines, accuser, was part of world 

of spies
- Marlowe at Catholic seminary at Rheims 

(Douai-Rheims)? Agent or double agent?
- Killed May 30 1593 under dubious 

circumstances









Johann Faust, Guttenberg, and Print

Printing Press helped 
popularize Faust 
myth, and witchcraft 
(Malleus Maleficarum)



What does Faustus want?



Critical Disagreements
- Is it an orthodox play, a late morality play? Does Faustus get what he deserve? Or are 

the laws Faustus dares to question themselves oppressive?
- Does it represent the pessimistic underbelly of Renaissance optimism regarding the 

human spirit (remember Pico)? The epitome of depravity? 
- What is the status of divine will in the play? Do the devils outpower God? Is Faustus 

predestined for damnation from the beginning?
- Is this a pro- or anti-christian play?
- What does Faustus want? Calvinism and the ambiguity of desire.



“From America the Golden Fleece”





“Be thou on earth as Jove is in the sky,
Lord and commander of these elements”

“And shall wee thinke, that God himselfe wil giue his name to Princes in vaine? . . . Since then 
Princes cannot be Gods by nature, being framed of the same mettall, and in the same moulde, that 
others are; It foloweth directly, they are gods by Office; Ruling, Iudging, and Punishing in Gods 
steede, & so deseruing Gods name heere on earth. As it was said to Moses, Beholde, I haue made 
thee Pharaohs God” (Thomas Bilson, Bishop of Winchester, A sermon preached at Westminster 
before the King and Queenes Maiesties, at their coronations. 28. of Iuly. 1603).

“...since the Deuill is the verie contrarie opposite to God, there can be no better way to know God, 
then by the contrarie; as by the ones power (though a creature) to admire the power of the great 
Creator: by the falsehood of the one to consider the trueth of the other, by the injustice of the one, to 
consider the Iustice of the other: And by the cruelty of the one, to consider the mercifulnesse of the 
other.” (James I, Daemonologie)



But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in 
the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, 
giving out that himself was some great one: to whom they all 
gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, "This man is the 
great power of God." And to him they had regard, because that of 
long time he had bewitched them with sorceries. But when they 
believed Philip preaching the things concerning Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized. Then Simon himself believed also: and when he 
was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding 
the miracles and signs which were done…. And when Simon saw 
that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was 
given, he offered them money, saying, "Give me also this power, 
that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost." 
But Peter said unto him, "Thy money perish with thee, because 
thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with 
money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart 
is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee, for I perceive that thou art in the gall of 
bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." Then answered Simon, 
and said, "Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things 
which ye have spoken come upon me." (Acts of the Apostles 
8:9-24)


