
“All Protestantes are Hypocriticall Asses”:
The Futility of Rebellion in Doctor Faustus



The Marlowe Files

- Marlowe arrested on 20 May 1593 by Privy 
Council on charges of blasphemy

- Papers found in Thomas Kyd’s flat
- Richard Baines, accuser, was part of world 

of spies
- Marlowe at Catholic seminary at Rheims 

(Douai-Rheims)? Agent or double agent?
- Killed May 30 1593 under dubious 

circumstances



The ‘Baines Note’
A note Containing the opinion of one Christopher Marly Concerning his 
Damnable Judgment of Religion, and scorn of gods word.

➢ He affirmeth that Moyses was but a Jugler, & that one Heriots being Sir W 
Raleighs man can do more then he.

➢ That the first beginning of Religioun was only to keep men in awe.
➢ That it was an easy matter for Moyses being brought vp in all the artes of 

the Egiptians to abuse the Jewes being a rude & grosse people.
➢ That Christ was a bastard and his mother dishonest.
➢ That if there be any god or any good Religion, then it is in the papistes 

because the service of god is performed with more Cerimonies, as 
Elevation of the mass, organs, singing men, Shaven Crownes & cetera. 
That all protestants are Hypocriticall asses.

➢ That if he were put to write a new Religion, he would vndertake both a 
more Exellent and Admirable methode and that all the new testament is 
filthily written.

➢ That all they that loue not Tobacco & Boies were fooles.

      (BL Harley MS.6848 ff.185-6)



to that outrage and extremitie, that hee denied God 
and his sonne Christ, and not only in word 
blasphemed the trinitie, but also (as it is credibly 
reported) wrote bookes against it, affirming our 
Sauiour to be but a deceiuer, and Moises to be but a 
coniurer and seducer of the people, and the holy 
Bible to be but vaine and idle stories, and all religion 
but a deuice of pollicie. But see what a hooke the 
Lord put in the nosthrils of this barking dogge: 

It so fell out, that in London streets 
as he purposed to stab one whome 
hee ought a grudge vnto with his 
dagger, the other party perceiuing so 
auoided the stroke, that withall 
catching hold of his wrest, he stabbed 
his owne dagger into his owne head . 
. .. The manner of his death being so 
terrible (for hee euen cursed and 
blasphemed to his last gaspe, and 
togither with his breath an oth flew 
out of his mouth) that it was not only 
a manifest signe of Gods iudgement, 
but . . . herein did the iustice of God 
most notably appeare, in that hee 
compelled his owne hand which had 
written those blasphemies to be the 
instrument to punish him, and that in 
his braine, which had deuised the 
same. 



So what is premodern “atheism”?
At least three meanings:

1) General accusation against someone who is “faithless” or even heterodox 

2) An “Epicure”: a sensualist; someone who worships their “belly-god” instead of 
the True God (atheism as moral failing)

3) A set of philosophical positions, often including: those who, quoting Beard 
again, “deny the prouidence of God, beleeue not the immortality of the soule, 
think there is no such thing as life to come, and consequently impugne all 
diuinity”. Also: eternity of the world; revelation as fiction or political imposition. 
All positions ancient in origin





Johann Faust, Gutenberg, and Print

Printing Press helped 
popularize Faust 
myth, and witchcraft 
(Malleus Maleficarum)



What does Faustus want?



Critical Disagreements
- Is it an orthodox play, a late morality play? Does Faustus get what he deserve? Or are 

the laws Faustus dares to question themselves oppressive?
- Does it represent the pessimistic underbelly of Renaissance optimism regarding the 

human spirit (remember Pico)? The epitome of depravity? 
- What is the status of divine will in the play? Do the devils outpower God? Is Faustus 

predestined for damnation from the beginning?
- Is this a pro- or anti-christian play?
- What does Faustus want? Calvinism and the ambiguity of desire.



But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in 
the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, 
giving out that himself was some great one: to whom they all 
gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, "This man is the 
great power of God." And to him they had regard, because that of 
long time he had bewitched them with sorceries. But when they 
believed Philip preaching the things concerning Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized. Then Simon himself believed also: and when he 
was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding 
the miracles and signs which were done…. And when Simon saw 
that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was 
given, he offered them money, saying, "Give me also this power, 
that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost." 
But Peter said unto him, "Thy money perish with thee, because 
thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with 
money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart 
is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee, for I perceive that thou art in the gall of 
bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." Then answered Simon, 
and said, "Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things 
which ye have spoken come upon me." (Acts of the Apostles 
8:9-24)





“Be thou on earth as Jove is in the sky,
Lord and commander of these elements”

“And shall wee thinke, that God himselfe wil giue his name to Princes in vaine? . . . Since then 
Princes cannot be Gods by nature, being framed of the same mettall, and in the same moulde, that 
others are; It foloweth directly, they are gods by Office; Ruling, Iudging, and Punishing in Gods 
steede, & so deseruing Gods name heere on earth. As it was said to Moses, Beholde, I haue made 
thee Pharaohs God” (Thomas Bilson, Bishop of Winchester, A sermon preached at Westminster 
before the King and Queenes Maiesties, at their coronations. 28. of Iuly. 1603).

“...since the Deuill is the verie contrarie opposite to God, there can be no better way to know God, 
then by the contrarie; as by the ones power (though a creature) to admire the power of the great 
Creator: by the falsehood of the one to consider the trueth of the other, by the injustice of the one, to 
consider the Iustice of the other: And by the cruelty of the one, to consider the mercifulnesse of the 
other.” (James I, Daemonologie)



“From America the Golden Fleece”



Gnosticism and Theater: A Sound Magician is a 
Mighty God

“Command your soul to take itself to India, and there, sooner than your order, it 
will be. Command it to pass over the ocean, and in an instant it will be there, not 
as if it had to voyage from one place to another, but as if it had always been there. 
Command it to fly to heaven, it has no need of wings: nothing can obstruct it, 
neither the fire of the sun, nor the air, nor the revolution of the heavens, nor the 
other celestial bodies. Command it to crack the vault of the universe itself and 
contemplate that which is beyond (at least if there is anything beyond the world)”

-- Nous to Hermes, or Corpus Hermeticum XI




